


 Michael Newdow 

sued Elk Grove, CA 

school district in 2004 

to stop recitation of 

“Pledge of 

Allegiance” in his 

daughter’s classroom. 



 Dover, PA court case 

(2005) which 

overturned school 

board decision to 

teach “intelligent 

design” in public 

high school biology 

class. 



 Chick-Fil-A President, 

Dan Cathy, ignited 

controversy June 16, 

2012 when he spoke 

against gay 

marriage.  Supporters 

organized “Chick-Fil-

A Day” on August 1, 

2012.  



1. You feel sympathetic to these moral 

“causes,” but you don’t like the way 

Christians engaged in the debate? 

2. How do we participate in a “war” 

without fighting, when fighting seems 

so counter-productive where the 

kingdom is concerned? 

3. How did it come to this? 

 



What does this have 

to do with  

“Growing Up”? 
 



 James Davison 

Hunter’s book, 

Culture Wars: The 

Struggle to 

Define America 
(1991) 



  

“orthodox” 

v. 

“progressives” 



 Orthodox:  

 those who 

believe there is 

an external, 

transcendent 

authority  



 Progressives:  

 those who 

believe there 

isn’t an external, 

transcendent 

authority  



There IS a Biblical “Us” and 

“Them”! 

“Strangers” (1 Peter) 

“Sanhedrin” (Gospel of John) 

 The Emperor and the “Beast” 

(Revelation) 

 



How are we 

supposed to 

engage the culture? 



Dick Staub’s options: 

1. Cocoon: withdraw for your own 

protection 

2. Combat: fight to restore Christian 

values 

3. Conform: assimilate  



Dick Staub’s options: 

4. Transform by: 

 a. Countering the culture like “aliens” 

 b. Communicating with the culture 

like ambassadors  



Dick Staub’s options: 

1. Cocoon? 

2. Combat? 

3. Conform? 

4. Transform? 

  



What would righteous 

(but not self-righteous) 

engagement with our 

culture look like? 



 15 But in your hearts revere Christ as 

Lord. Always be prepared to give an 

answer to everyone who asks you to 

give the reason for the hope that you 

have. But do this with gentleness and 

respect . . .  



 16 keeping a clear conscience, so that 

those who speak maliciously against 

your good behavior in Christ may be 

ashamed of their slander. 

      (1 Peter 3:15-16) 



 10 . . . so that in every way they will 

make the teaching about God our 

Savior attractive. 

      (Titus 2:10b) 



Righteous engagement would reflect 

kingdom values including: 

 1. incarnation 

 2. confession 

 3. power (as the kingdom defines it) 

 4. humility 

 5. confidence 

 

  



Righteous engagement would reflect 

kingdom values including: 

 4. humility because: 

  a. “we know in part” 

  b. we are messengers 

  c. we follow Jesus 

  



Righteous engagement would reflect 

kingdom values including: 

 5. confidence because: 

  a. “we know in part” 

  b. we are messengers 

  c. we follow Jesus 

  



Let us rise above the 

“Culture Wars!” 


