
Participating in the 

Divine Nature 

Part II: “Wise Up!” 

 



Decision-Making 

 “How do I find the will of God?” vs. 

“How do I make good decisions?” 

 Map vs. Compass 

 Map:  God charts every twist and turn 

and, at each crossroad, it is imperative 

we make the right call. 

 Compass:  God points us in a general 

direction 



Wisdom 
 The ability or skill to conduct one’s life 

 An ample knowledge of the true objectives of human 

existence 

 A knowledge of the general rules that permit one to reach 

these goals 

 The ability to put the rules into practice 

 Wisdom can be learned and taught! 

 God invites us to ask Him for wisdom (James 1:5; cf. 

Proverbs 2:6; Ecclesiastes 2:26) 



Proverbs 
 Solomon (reigned 971-931 B.C.) identified as the 

author of Chapters 1-29. 

 Prov. 22:17-24:22 may be based on the “Wisdom of 

Amem-em-Opet” of Egypt. 

 Other non-Hebrew wise men contributed Proverbs 30-

31 (Agur, Lemuel). 



How can the virtuous 

 life be achieved? 
 Proverbs was composed with the objective of 

instructing young people.  Individuals of all ages can 

benefit from this instruction. 

 Wisdom is the means to a virtuous life. 

 Human experience reveals the moral patterns.  The 

responsibility of man is to learn them and, by self-

control, be conformed to them. 

 Wisdom (God’s way) is contrasted with folly (man’s way 

if left to his own “wisdom”). 



Mankind’s problem with 

Decisions? 
 We have a tendency to make the wrong decisions! 

 Satan’s great deception? 

 An impulsive spirit that causes wrong decisions. 

 Impulse caused by appetites (desires, cravings). 

 Impulse caused by emotions (anger, frustration). 

 God’s great goal for His children?  Learning to make 

wise decisions! 



 

Proverbs 3:5-7 
 Trust in the LORD with all your heart 

   and lean not on your own understanding;  

 in all your ways acknowledge him, 

   and he will make your paths straight. 

 Do not be wise in your own eyes; 

   fear the LORD and shun evil. 

 



 



Avoid Making Hasty Decisions 
Proverbs 4:26 

Make level paths for your feet  

  and take only ways that are firm. 

Proverbs 14:15-16 

 A simple man believes anything, 

  but a prudent man gives thought to his steps.  

 A wise man fears the LORD and shuns evil, 

  but a fool is hotheaded and reckless.  

Proverbs 21:5 

 The plans of the diligent lead to profit  

  as surely as haste leads to poverty. 

 



Gather all the information and 

facts you can 
 Definition of “decision”:  “The act of selecting freely 

after careful consideration.” 

 The only basis for really good decisions is correct 

thinking. 

 Wisdom allows us to discern the facts. 

 



Seek advice from qualified 

individuals of proven experience 

Proverbs 11:14    For lack of guidance a nation falls, 

    but many advisers make victory sure. 

 Proverbs 12:15    The way of a fool seems right to him, 

    but a wise man listens to advice. 

Proverbs 15:22     Plans fail for lack of counsel, 

    but with many advisers they succeed. 

Proverbs 19:20    Listen to advice and accept instruction, 

    and in the end you will be wise. 

 



Study God’s Word to benefit 

from His Wisdom 
Proverbs 16:9    In his heart a man plans his course, 

    but the LORD determines his steps. 

Proverbs 16:20  Whoever gives heed to instruction prospers, 

    and blessed is he who trusts in the LORD. 

Proverbs 18:15  The heart of the discerning acquires knowledge; 

    the ears of the wise seek it out. 

Proverbs 30:5    Every word of God is flawless; 

    he is a shield to those who take refuge in him. 

 



Ask God for Guidance in 

Applying Wisdom 
Proverbs 15:8  The LORD detests the sacrifice of the wicked, 

     but the prayer of the upright pleases him. 

Proverbs 3:6  In all your ways acknowledge him, 

     and he will make your paths straight. 

Proverbs 16:3  Commit thy works unto the Lord, 

      and thy thoughts shall be established. 

 

Praying through the Proverbs 

 



Jesus, Others, You 
 “It’s easy to make decisions when you know what your 

values are!” 

 Does it glorify the Lord? 

 

 Is it sufficiently redemptive of others? 

 

 Does it bring you closer to God or take you from Him? 



Does it Glorify the Lord? 
 Proverbs 5:21 

  For a man’s ways are in full view of the LORD, 

   and he examines all his paths. 

  “Me-ology” vs. Theology 

 The challenge of “consumer” Christianity 

 We are blessed to bless and to bring the world to obedience 

to the Lord. 

 Eph. 1:3-14.  “Every spiritual blessing … to the praise of his 

glory.” 

    



Is it sufficiently redemptive? 
Proverbs 2:8 

 for he guards the course of the just 

  and protects the way of his faithful ones.  

Proverbs 24:17 

 Do not gloat when your enemy falls; 

  when he stumbles, do not let your heart rejoice  



Is it sufficiently redemptive? 
 Romans 13:9-10  The commandments, “Do not commit 

adultery,” “Do not murder,” “Do not steal,” “Do not covet,” 

and whatever other commandment there may be, are 

summed up in this one rule: “Love your neighbor as 

yourself.”  10 Love does no harm to its neighbor. Therefore 

love is the fulfillment of the law. 

 1 Corinthians 16:14 Let all your things be done with [love].  

 James 3:17  But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first 

of all pure; then peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full 

of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere. 

 

 



Does it draw me closer to 

God? 
 1 Kings 3:5   At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon during 

the night in a dream, and God said, “Ask for whatever you want me 
to give you.”  

 1 Kings 3:9-14  So give your servant a discerning heart to govern 
your people and to distinguish between right and wrong. For who is 
able to govern this great people of yours?”   

 The Lord was pleased that Solomon had asked for this.  11 So 
God said to him, “Since you have asked for this and not for long 
life or wealth for yourself, nor have asked for the death of your 
enemies but for discernment in administering justice,  12 I will do 
what you have asked. I will give you a wise and discerning heart, 
so that there will never have been anyone like you, nor will there 
ever be.  13 Moreover, I will give you what you have not asked 
for—both riches and honor—so that in your lifetime you will have 
no equal among kings.  14 And if you walk in my ways and obey 
my statutes and commands as David your father did, I will give you 
a long life.” 

 



Does it draw me closer to 

God? 
Proverbs 9:10 

 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, 

  and knowledge of the Holy One is understanding. 

Proverbs 2:6 

 For the LORD gives wisdom, 

  and from his mouth come knowledge and understanding. 

James 4:8    Come near to God and he will come near to you. 
Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you 
double-minded. 

 



An Alternate Model for Decision 

Making 



A Wise Model for Decision Making 

 Moral Will 



A Wise Model for Decision Making 

 Feasible, Possible 



A Wise Model for Decision Making 

 Personal Preference 



Notice Key Areas 
 



Notice Key Areas 
 

God 

approves, 

Feasible, not 

my 

preference 

 



Notice Key Areas 
 

God approves, I 

approve, doesn’t 

look feasible 



Notice Key Areas 
 

Feasible, I’d like 

to do it, but God 

does not 

approve! 



 

Proverbs 3:5-7 
 Trust in the LORD with all your heart 

   and lean not on your own understanding;  

 in all your ways acknowledge him, 

   and he will make your paths straight. 

 Do not be wise in your own eyes; 

   fear the LORD and shun evil. 

 


