
Part 3 

Isaiah 40 



 Isaiah 40 returns us to the same kind of divine 
council scene as Isaiah 6 

 This time Zion is being called to proclaim 
rather than Isaiah 

 What Isaiah was, Zion may now be – a herald 
for God declaring his holy glory. 

 Isaiah is the paradigm that Zion (and the 
church follows) 



 God to his angelic council: Comfort, comfort my 
people, says your God. 

  2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that 
her warfare is ended, that her iniquity is pardoned, 
that she has received from the LORD's hand 
double for all her sins. 

 3 A voice is declaring 
 An Angel to rest of council: "In the wilderness 

prepare the way of the LORD; make straight in the 
desert a highway for our God. 

  4 Every valley shall be lifted up, and every 
mountain and hill be made low; the uneven 
ground shall become level, and the rough places a 
plain. 

  5 And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, 
and all flesh shall see it together, for the mouth of 
the LORD has spoken." 
 
 



 Another Angel (2) to Zion:"Cry!"  

 Zion back to Angel 2: And he said, "What shall 
I cry? All flesh is grass, and all its beauty is like 
the flower of the field. 

  7 The grass withers, the flower fades when the 
breath of the LORD blows on it; surely the 
people are grass.” 

 Angel 2 back to Zion: 8 The grass withers, the 
flower fades, but the word of our God will 
stand forever. (cf. Isa 28:1-6) 

 



 Angel (2) to Zion: 9 Get you up to a high mountain, 
O Zion, herald of good news; lift up your voice 
with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good news; 
lift it up, fear not; say to the cities of Judah, “Here 
is your God!" 

  10 Behold, the Lord GOD comes with might, and 
his arm rules for him; notice how his reward is 
with him, and his recompense before him. 

  11 He will tend his flock like a shepherd; he will 
gather the lambs in his arms; he will carry them in 
his bosom, and gently lead those that are with 
young. 

 



Isa 35:4 Say to those who 
have an anxious heart,  

 

 

"Be strong; fear not!  

 

 

Behold, your God will 
come with vengeance, 
with the recompense of 
God. He will come and 
save you." 

Isa 40:9 say to the cities 
of Judah,“Here is your 
God!“ 

 

Lift up your voice with 
strength, O Jerusalem,  

      

 10 Behold, the Lord 
GOD comes with might, 
and his arm rules for 
him; behold, his reward 
is with him, and his 
recompense before him. 

 



 Isaiah 35 follows OAN and foresees the return 
from exile. 

 Judah’s sterility and barrenness will be reversed! 
From a spiritual wasteland to a spiritual oasis. 

 The blind will see and the deaf will hear (reversal 
of the blindness and deafness Isaiah’s ministry 
imposed) 

 35:8 Mentions the highway prepared in 40:3. 

 All of this is prerequisite to Zion (i.e. God’s 
people) fulfilling her role as herald 



 What Isaiah has become, Judah can now 
become. The transformation is now possible. 

 Cf. Matt 5:14 

 Just as the desert rejoices and blossoms so Zion 
will spring to life and proclaim God’s glory 
(35:1-2) 

 40:10 – 41:4b = Zion’s proclamation 





 40:10 sounds like a lead in to a judgment oracle, a 
demonstration of divine power in 
destruction/war 

 40:11 surprises us with an image of gentleness 

 40:12-17 God dwarfs the nations and yet uses 
power to lead gently and to heal 

 40:18-26 To whom will you compare God? (cf. 
36:18-20) 

 40:27-31 Judah misinterprets God’s judgment. 
YHWH reassures her that those who wait for 
YHWH’s salvation will be restored 


