
Isaiah 6 & 40 



 End of Uzziah’s reign: arrogance & presumption 
– a snapshot of Judah’s spiritual state (2 Chron 
26:16-21)  

 Result - humiliation & alienation (leprosy) – a 
foreshadowing of Judah’s fate (destruction & 
exile). 

 The condition and cry of the leper vs. the 
condition of YHWH and the cry of the seraphs 
(Lev 13:45) 

 Uzziah’s lips, Judah’s lips, and Isaiah’s lips – 
unclean! 



 Fringe of his robe – the decorative fringe with 
tassels indicating royalty 



 Fringe of his robe – the decorative fringe with 
tassels indicating royalty 

 Seraph attendants 



 Seraph = serpent with 
stinging (burning) venom 
(Num 21:8) 

 Copper image of a “Seraph” 
was God’s instrument of 
healing and forgiveness. 

 A Seraph may also be an 
agent of divine judgment (Isa 
14:29; 30:6-7) 

 Wilderness imagery and 
Ambiguity serves Isaiah’s 
purpose well. 



And he said, “Go! Say to this people, 
‘Listen carefully but do not 
comprehend. Stare intently but do not 
perceive.’  
Dull the mind of this people. Deafen 
their ears and blind their eyes lest they 
see with their eyes and with their ears 
hear so that their minds comprehend 
and they repent and heal themselves.” 
I responded, “How long, O Lord?” 



He said, “Until cities crumble to ruins 
with no one left in them and houses are 
abandoned and the countryside is 
ravaged to the point of utter desolation 
And YHWH has banished the 
population and ghost towns litter the 
landscape. 
Though only a tithe remain in it, it will 
be burned again, like a terebinth or an 
oak when it is felled, a stump is left in 
their place. The holy seed is its stump. 
 



 Isa 6:8-13: What kind of calling is this? 

 View the commission in the light of Isa 29:9-18; 
30:19-22; 32:1-8; 35:1-7; 42:1-7; 44:9-19. 

 Note: What were the eyes, ears, and conscience 
(heart) of Israel? (Isa 29:9-14) 

 Only one way to convince Judah to adandon 
everything that competes with YHWH for her 
trust – she must experience their failure and 
become disillusioned with them. 

 Judah’s blindness must become painfully 
obvious to her (cf. Paul’s conversion experience 
in Acts 9) 



 Judah became like what she worshipped (Isa 
41:21-24; 42:16-18; 44:17-18 cf. 36:18-20) 

 Idolatry desensitizes and dehumanizes 

 Isaiah’s job is too prove the futility of Judah’s 
idolatry by making her blindness, deafness, and 
obstinance obvious. 

 Isaiah is to expose the inadequacy of repentance 
at this point – something more radical is 
necessary (6:13; 11:1; Ezek 37) 

 Not repentance, but redemption. Not 
remediation but rebirth. 

 

 



 Matthew 13:15 rephrased 

 Mark 4:11-12 restated 

 Point: parables turn people away from their own 
senses, their own wisdom and force them to rely 
on revelation. 

 John 12:36-43 restated 

 Acts 28:26-28 removes the irony 

 Always quoted in reference to Israel’s rejection of 
God’s word and what it will take to get through to 
them (another destruction of Jerusalem?) 



 Isaiah 40 returns us to the same kind of divine 
council scene as Isaiah 6 

 This time Zion is being called to proclaim 
rather than Isaiah 

 What Isaiah was, Zion may now be – a herald 
for God declaring his holy glory. 

 Isaiah is the paradigm that Zion (and the 
church follows) 



 God to his angelic council: Comfort, comfort my 
people, says your God. 

  2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that 
her warfare is ended, that her iniquity is pardoned, 
that she has received from the LORD's hand 
double for all her sins. 

 3 A voice is declaring 
 An Angel to rest of council: "In the wilderness 

prepare the way of the LORD; make straight in the 
desert a highway for our God. 

  4 Every valley shall be lifted up, and every 
mountain and hill be made low; the uneven 
ground shall become level, and the rough places a 
plain. 

  5 And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, 
and all flesh shall see it together, for the mouth of 
the LORD has spoken." 
 
 



 Another Angel (2) to Zion:"Cry!"  

 Zion back to Angel 2: And he said, "What shall 
I cry? All flesh is grass, and all its beauty is like 
the flower of the field. 

  7 The grass withers, the flower fades when the 
breath of the LORD blows on it; surely the 
people are grass.” 

 Angel 2 back to Zion: 8 The grass withers, the 
flower fades, but the word of our God will 
stand forever. (cf. Isa 28:1-6) 

 



 Angel (2) to Zion: 9 Get you up to a high mountain, 
O Zion, herald of good news; lift up your voice 
with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good news; 
lift it up, fear not; say to the cities of Judah, “Here 
is your God!" 

  10 Behold, the Lord GOD comes with might, and 
his arm rules for him; notice how his reward is 
with him, and his recompense before him. 

  11 He will tend his flock like a shepherd; he will 
gather the lambs in his arms; he will carry them in 
his bosom, and gently lead those that are with 
young. 

 



Isa 35:4 Say to those who 
have an anxious heart,  

 

 

"Be strong; fear not!  

 

 

Behold, your God will 
come with vengeance, 
with the recompense of 
God. He will come and 
save you." 

Isa 40:9 say to the cities 
of Judah,“Here is your 
God!“ 

 

Lift up your voice with 
strength, O Jerusalem,  

      

 10 Behold, the Lord 
GOD comes with might, 
and his arm rules for 
him; behold, his reward 
is with him, and his 
recompense before him. 

 



 Isaiah 35 follows OAN and foresees the return 
from exile. 

 Judah’s sterility and barrenness will be reversed! 
From a spiritual wasteland to a spiritual oasis. 

 The blind will see and the deaf will hear (reversal 
of the blindness and deafness Isaiah’s ministry 
imposed) 

 35:8 Mentions the highway prepared in 40:3. 

 All of this is prerequisite to Zion (i.e. God’s 
people) fulfilling her role as herald 



 What Isaiah has become, Judah can now 
become. The transformation is now possible. 

 Cf. Matt 5:14 

 Just as the desert rejoices and blossoms so Zion 
will spring to life and proclaim God’s glory 
(35:1-2) 

 40:10 – 41:4b = Zion’s proclamation 





 40:10 sounds like a lead in to a judgment oracle, a 
demonstration of divine power in 
destruction/war 

 40:11 surprises us with an image of gentleness 

 40:12-17 God dwarfs the nations and yet uses 
power to lead gently and to heal 

 40:18-26 To whom will you compare God? (cf. 
36:18-20) 

 40:27-31 Judah misinterprets God’s judgment. 
YHWH reassures her that those who wait for 
YHWH’s salvation will be restored 


