
Perceiving God’s Glory by a Servant’s Faith 
Isaiah 6 



SPIRITUAL  ATTENTION  DEFICIT 
DISORDER 

SADD – The inability to remain focused on God’s 
glory resulting in serious behavioral problems. 

Classic example – Exodus 20 vs. Exodus 32 

What happened? They grew accustomed to the 
glory, became bored with God’s glory BECAUSE 
THEY DESIRED DISTANCE INSTEAD OF INTIMACY 
AND MEDIATION INSTEAD OF IMMEDIACY. 

God’s glory fades in our eyes not because his 
glory diminishes but because we refuse direct 
contact with it (2 Cor 3:13-15). 



Isa 6 – A Renewed Focus on God’s Glory
 In the year of King Uzziah’s death, I saw THE Lord 

enthroned, exalted and elevated with the fringe 
of his robe flooding the temple!  

Seraphs, standing at attention, hovered about 
him each having six wings. With two each kept 
covering his face, with two each kept covering his 
feet, and with two each kept hovering. 

They repeatedly declared back and forth to each 
other, “Holy, Holy, Holy is YHWH, Commander of 
Armies. His glory is the satisfaction of all the 
earth!” 



Isa 6 – A Renewed Focus on God’s Glory
 The supports beneath the thresholds quaked at the 

deafening sound of each one heralding. Meanwhile, 
the sanctuary was flooding with smoke. 

Then I said, “Woe is me! Surely I am as good as dead! 
Because I am a man with defiled lips who lives among 
a people with defiled lips, and because my eyes have 
seen King YHWH, Commander of Armies! 

Just then one of the seraphs flew to me with a red 
hot coal in his hand which he had removed with 
tongs from the altar. 

He seared my lips and said, “Since this has seared 
your lips, your guilt is removed. You are acquitted 
from your offenses.” 

 



Isa 6 – A Renewed Focus on God’s Glory
 Then I heard the Lord’s voice speaking, “Whom 

shall I send and who will go on our behalf?” Then 
I responded, “I am at your disposal. Send me!” 

The path to servanthood 

Vision – a clarified understanding of YHWH as 
both sovereign and servant 

Confession – releasing everything in you that 
inhibits radically other-centered service 

Cleansing – accepting the searing purification, we 
must first be served by God before we can render 
service to God and humanity (cf. John 13:6-8) 

Calling – embracing eagerly the call to service 



740 BC – Year of Uzziah’s Death 
End of Uzziah’s reign: arrogance & presumption 
– a snapshot of Judah’s spiritual state (2 Chron 
26:16-21)  

Result - humiliation & alienation (leprosy) – a 
foreshadowing of Judah’s fate (destruction & 
exile). 

The condition and cry of the leper vs. the 
condition of YHWH and the cry of the seraphs 
(Lev 13:45) 

Uzziah’s lips, Judah’s lips, and Isaiah’s lips – 
unclean! 



Vision of YHWH’s Glory 
Fringe of his robe – the decorative fringe with 
tassels indicating royalty 



Vision of YHWH’s Glory 
Fringe of his robe – the decorative fringe with 
tassels indicating royalty 

Seraph attendants 



Seraph = serpent with 
stinging (burning) venom 
(Num 21:8) 

Copper image of a “Seraph” 
was God’s instrument of 
healing and forgiveness. 

A Seraph may also be an 
agent of divine judgment (Isa 
14:29; 30:6-7) 

Wilderness imagery and 
Ambiguity serves Isaiah’s 
purpose well. 



And he said, “Go! Say to this people, ‘Listen 
carefully but do not comprehend. Stare 
intently but do not perceive.’  
Dull the mind of this people. Deafen their 
ears and blind their eyes lest they see with 
their eyes and with their ears hear so that 
their minds comprehend and they repent 
and heal themselves.” 
I responded, “How long, O Lord?” 



He said, “Until cities crumble to ruins with 
no one left in them and houses are 
abandoned and the countryside is ravaged 
to the point of utter desolation 
And YHWH has banished the population 
and ghost towns litter the landscape. 
Though only a tithe remain in it, it will be 
burned again, like a terebinth or an oak 
when it is felled, a stump is left in their 
place. The holy seed is its stump. 
 



Isa 6:8-13: What kind of calling is this? 

View the commission in the light of Isa 29:9-18; 30:19-
22; 32:1-8; 35:1-7; 42:1-7; 44:9-19. 

Note: What were the eyes, ears, and conscience 
(heart) of Israel? (Isa 29:9-14) 

Only one way to convince Judah to adandon 
everything that competes with YHWH for her trust – 
she must experience their failure and become 
disillusioned with them. 

Judah’s blindness must become painfully obvious to 
her (cf. Paul’s conversion experience in Acts 9) 



Judah became like what she worshipped (Isa 41:21-
24; 42:16-18; 44:17-18 cf. 36:18-20) 

Idolatry desensitizes and dehumanizes 

Isaiah’s job is too prove the futility of Judah’s idolatry 
by making her blindness, deafness, and obstinance 
obvious. 

Isaiah is to expose the inadequacy of repentance at 
this point – something more radical is necessary (6:13; 
11:1; Ezek 37) 

Not repentance, but redemption. Not remediation but 
rebirth. 

 

 



Matthew 13:15 rephrased 

Mark 4:11-12 restated 

Point: parables turn people away from their own senses, 
their own wisdom and force them to rely on revelation. 

John 12:36-43 restated 

Acts 28:26-28 removes the irony 

Always quoted in reference to Israel’s rejection of God’s 
word and what it will take to get through to them 
(another destruction of Jerusalem?) 


