


Isaiah’s Two Visions of Zion 

1:1-9 A devastated Jerusalem 

Sennacherib’s siege (701 BC) 

Spiritual condition exemplified in city’s 

physical condition 

2:1-4 A renewed, exalted Jerusalem 

Zion as global center of justice & 

peace 

The ideal Zion juxtaposed to the real 

Zion 



The Before & After Effect 



The Logic of Isaiah 1-6 
Odd placement of Isaiah’s call and inaugural 

vision (Isa 6 cf. Jer 1 & Ezek 1) 

Prophet as paradigm for people – Isaiah 6 as 
a fulcrum for Isaiah 1-5, 7-12 

 Isaiah experiences a transformation from 
sinner to servant via an encounter w/ YHWH’s 
holiness 

 Isaiah models what must happen to all of 
Judah and to all of us. 

 The trajectory is set in Isa 1-12 



The Logic of Isaiah 1-6 
 Isa 1-4 = two cycles of movement from sinners 

to servants 

 Isa 1-2:4 (Devastated Judah vs. Glorified Zion) 

 Isa 2:5-4:6 (Divorced and abandoned Zion 

because of influence of nations vs. Purified 

remnant remarried to YHWH) 



Vision 1: Zion on Trial in YHWH’s 

Court 

Covenant lawsuit 

Prophets as covenant lawyers 

 The calling of witnesses – Heaven & 

Earth 



“Listen, Heaven! Pay Attention 

Earth! 
Recalls the covenant language of 

Deuteronomy (4:26; 31:28; 32:1) 

Replaces the role deities played in 

ANE covenant documents 

Heaven & Earth as instruments of 

judgment (Lev 26:19; Dt. 28:23) 

Heaven & Earth as transformed 

dwelling of God (Isaiah 65:17-66:22) 





Covenant Lawsuit 

Prophets as covenant lawyers 

The accusation (1:2-6; Deut 21:18-21) 

Description of events surrounding 

Sennacherib’s invasion of 701BC. 



Taylor Prism 



"As for the king of Judah, Hezekiah, who 

had not submitted to my authority, I 

besieged and captured forty-six of his 

fortified cities, along with many smaller 

towns, taken in battle with my battering 

rams . . . I took as plunder 200,150 people, 

both small and great, male and female, 

along with a great number of animals 

including horses, mules, donkeys, camels, 

oxen, and sheep.  



As for Hezekiah, I shut him up like a caged 

bird in his royal city of Jerusalem. I then 

constructed a series of fortresses around 

him, and I did not allow anyone to come 

out of the city gates. His towns which I 

captured I gave to the kings of Ashdod, 

Ekron, and Gaza." 

Taylor Prism 



Covenant Lawsuit 

Prophets as covenant lawyers 

Accusation 1: rebellious son(1:2-6; 

Deut 21:18-21) 

Description of events surrounding 

Sennacherib’s invasion of 701BC. 

Indictment against meaningless, 

contaminated worship (1:10-20) 

Accusation 2: adulterous wife 



What Validates Worship? 

ANE conception of worship as placating 

deity. Deity has needs worshipers meet 

(cf. Psalm 50) 

Ritual satisfies deity w/o personal 

change of worshiper 

Isa 6 as the paradigm for what should 

happen in worship 

We become like what we worship (1:29-

30). 



Covenant Lawsuit 

Sentencing – correctional judgment 

(1:24-31) 

Zion redeemed by YHWH’s righteous 

judgment. 

Not salvation vs. judgment but 

salvation via judgment. 

The smelting process will separate 

the penitent from the apostate. 



God’s Dramatic Reversal 

Reversal of direction of influence 

Humiliation leads to exaltation – the 

servant descends into greatness. 

Zion as global center of justice, 

reconciliation, & peace 


