
Blind Eyes, 
Deaf Ears, 
Hard Hearts 
Faith as a Servant’s 
6th Sense 



Kevin’s Favorite Country       

Music Love Song Titles 
 There are tears in my beer ‘cause I’m crying for you, dear. 

 I’ve got tears in my ears from lying on my back and crying my 
heart out over you 

 She’s acting single and I’m drinking doubles 

 If the phone don’t ring you’ll know its me 

 How can I miss you if you won’t go away? 

 I still miss you, baby, but my aim’s getting better. 

 She got the goldmine and I got the shaft 

 She had velcro arms but a teflon heart 

 You can’t have your Kate and Edith too 

 Another “Somebody done somebody wrong song” 



Isaiah’s Love Song 
 “Sour grapes in the vineyard of my heart”  

 A creative way to deliver a difficult message 

 YHWH’s voluntary susceptibility to the pain of betrayal 

 Vineyard as a symbol of female sexuality (Song of Songs 
1:6) 

 Vineyard as a metaphor for Israel and her history (Psa 80:8-
9) 

 Disappointing fruit (Deut 32:32) 

 Play on words “mishpat” vs. “mishpakh” and “tsedeqah” 
vs. “tse ‘eqah” 

 Love & wrath – the uprooting of the vineyard 

 



How did we get here and How 

do we get there? 

 A failure of leadership (3:1-15) 

 The complacency of Judah exemplified by the 

fashionistas  (wives of leaders, 3:16-4:1) 

 The crisis of leadership and the child leader theme (3:1-12; 

cf. 9:6; 11:6) 

 The externalizing of Judah’s spiritual condition – the 

removal of Jeruaslem’s façade. (3:13-4:1) 

 Preparing the way for true beauty – YHWH in the midst of 

his people and their exclusive reliance on him (4:2-6; Isa 

62:4) 

 



A Series of Seven Woes 
 “Woe” and “therefore” as the rhythm of Isa 5 

 Six woes outlining oppression and sin 

 Seventh woe is Isaiah’s own confession of complicity in the 

face of his transforming vision 

 Holiness of God exposes our wretched state! 



The Year that King Uzziah Died 

739 BC – End of a long period of Assyrian 

weakness. Resumption of campaigns to 

secure control of West Asia (the Levant) – 

Tiglath Pileser III 

Uzziah’s condition for the latter part of his 

reign – a symbol of pride (i.e. intoxication 

with worldly power and power-structures) 

and its punishment (2 Chron 26:16-23; Lev 

13:45) 

Contrast the cry of the leper with the cry of 

the Seraphim. 



Seraphim  Seraph = serpent with 
stinging (burning) 

venom (Num 21:8) 

Copper image of a 

“Seraph” was God’s 

instrument of healing 

and forgiveness. 

 A Seraph may also be 

an agent of divine 

judgment (Isa 14:29; 
30:6-7) 

Wilderness imagery and 

Ambiguity serves 

Isaiah’s purpose well. 



Isaiah’s Strange Commission 
 Isa 6:8-13: What kind of calling is this? 

View the commission in the light of Isa 29:9-
18; 30:19-22; 32:1-8; 35:1-7; 42:1-7; 44:9-19. 

Note: What were the eyes, ears, and 
conscience (heart) of Israel? (Isa 29:9-14) 

 The false prophets were encouraging false 
hope and making false promises. Judah 
must discover the uselessness of these 
oracles. 



The Desensitizing Effects of Idolatry 
 Judah became like what she worshipped 

(Isa 41:21-24; 42:16-18; 44:17-18 cf. 36:18-20) 

 Idolatry desensitizes and dehumanizes 

 Isaiah’s job is too prove the futility of Judah’s 
idolatry by making her blindness, deafness, 
and obstinance obvious. 

 Isaiah is to expose the inadequacy of 
repentance at this point – something more 
radical is necessary (6:13; 11:1; Ezek 37) 

 

 



Isaiah’s Calling in the NT 
Matthew 13:15 rephrased 

Mark 4:11-12 restated 

Point: parables turn people away from their 

own senses, their own wisdom and force them 

to rely on revelation. 

 John 12:36-43 restated 

Acts 28:26-28 removes the irony 

Always quoted in reference to Israel’s rejection 

of God’s word and what it will take to get 

through to them (another destruction of 

Jerusalem?) 


