
From Sinners to Servants 
Lesson 1: Mapping the Maze 
from Sin to Service  



Isaiah: A Literary Labyrinth 
Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court 

official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in 

charge of her entire treasury. He had come to 

Jerusalem to worship 28 and was returning home; 

seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet 

Isaiah.  29 Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over 

to this chariot and join it.”  30 So Philip ran up to it 

and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He 

asked, “Do you understand what you are 

reading?”  31 He replied, “How can I, unless 

someone guides me?” (Acts 8:27-31, NRSV) 



Martin Luther & the Prophets’ 

Strange Way of Speaking 

“They have a queer way of 
talking, like people who, 
instead of proceeding in an 
orderly manner, ramble off 
from one thing to the next so 
that you cannot make heads 
or tails of them or see what 
they are getting at.” 

Martin Luther 



Reasons for Complexity in Isaiah 

 Thematic rather than chronological arrangement 

(e.g. Isaiah 36-39) 

An edited collection of Isaiah’s oracles + 

biographical & autobiographical narratives 

(Isaiah 8:16; Jer 36:4; 45:1) 

 The product of visions and unsettling encounters 

with God that placed the prophets and their 

writings at the intersection of the divine and 

human realms 

 The journey that the book charts from selfish 

sinners to selfless servants is inherently complex. 



Clues to Coherence 
 Refocusing faith on YHWH as the Holy One of Israel as 

opposed to Worldly Power Structures (17:7; 29:19; 30:11-12; 

31:1; 41:14-16; 49:7; 55:5; 60:14) 

 The centrality of God’s dwelling among his people for the 

sake of global redemption symbolized by Zion (Isa 1:1-2:4; 

40:1-9; 62:1-5; 65:17-25) 

 Two interviews with the divine council (Isa 6:1-8; 40:1-8) 

 Blindness & Deafness vs. Perception and Understanding 

(28:11-12; 29:9-11; 30:19-22; 32:1-8; 35:1-7; 42:1-7,19; 44:9-

19) 

 The evolution of the servant [20:3 (Isaiah); 22:20 (Eliakim); 

37:35 (David); 36:11 (Jer as Assyria’s servant); Isa 41-48 

(Israel); Isa 49 (Remnant); Isa 50-53 (a future Davidic king); 

Isa 54-66 (servants – individuals from Judah and nations) 



Structure of Isaiah 
1. Zion as Sinful, Selfish Servant of Worldly Power Structures – Judah’s 

(and our) disastrous dependence on the nations (1-39; 2:22; 36:11) 

 A. Confrontation with our addiction to exploitative worldly powers 
(1-12) 

 B. Condemnation of the worldly powers to divine destruction (13-
25) 

 C. Deliverance from addiction to and exploitation of worldly 
powers through God’s judgment (26-39) 

2. Zion as Sacred, Selfless Servant of the LORD – Judah’s (and our) 
restoration to faith and mission (40-66; 42:9; 43:19; 48:6; 65:17) 

 A. A Servant’s Rejection of Worldly Power for Divine Power (40-48) 

 B. A Servant’s Abiding, Global Impact (49-53) 

 C. The Efficacy of God’s Word in Multiplying Servants (54:1-56:8) 

 D. The Servants’ Participation in Global Redemption (56-66) 



Theme of Isaiah 

 God seeks to inhabit a holy, service-oriented people 

who will serve as outposts and agents of global 

redemption and restoration centered in a new Zion. 

 However, since everyone, including God’s people 

are beset with selfishness and sin, God can only 

accomplish this goal by subjecting his people to an 

experience of suffering that will cure their 

dependence on worldly power and restore them to a 

humble, exclusive reliance on God’s power. 


