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Jesus came to change our identity!

1. You are the light of the world (Mt. 5:14)

2. You are the salt of the earth (Mt. 5:13)

3. I will make you fishers of men (Mk. 1:17)

4. Whoever does the will of my Father in heaven is 

my brother and sister and mother. (Mt. 12:50)

5. You did not choose me, but I chose you

(Jn. 15:16)

6. He will send his angels to gather "the elect”      

(Mt. 24:31)

7. You are my friends if you do what I command     

(Jn. 15:14)



We are children of God!

You are all children of God through faith in 

Christ Jesus, ... Because you are children, God 

sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the 

Spirit who calls out, “Abba, Father.” 
(Galatians 3:26; 4:6)



We are children of God!
Therefore, brothers, we have an obligation—but it is 

not to the flesh, to live according to it.  For if you live 

according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit 

you put to death the misdeeds of the body, you will live, 

because those who are led by the Spirit of God are 

children of God.  For you did not receive a spirit that 

makes you a slave again to fear, but you received the 

Spirit of sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.”  

The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are 

God’s children.  Now if we are children, then we are 

heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed 

we share in his sufferings in order that we may also 

share in his glory. (Rom. 8:12-17)
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We are saints!

Paul, called by the will of God to be an apostle 

of Christ Jesus, and our brother Sosthenes, to 

the church of God that is in Corinth, to those 

sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints... 
(1 Corinthians 1:1-2a)



We are saints!
Do you not know that the wicked will not inherit 

the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: 

Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor 

adulterers nor male prostitutes nor homosexual 

offenders, nor thieves nor the greedy nor 

drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will 

inherit the kingdom of God.  And that is what 

some of you were. But you were washed, you 

were sanctified, you were justified in the name 

of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our 

God.
(1 Cor. 6:9-11)



We are saints, not sinners!
Num. 32:14 “And here you are, a brood of sinners, standing in the place of 

your fathers and making the LORD even more angry with Israel. 

Psa. 1:1 Blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked

or stand in the way of sinners or sit in the seat of mockers. 

Psa. 1:5 Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment,

nor sinners in the assembly of the righteous.

Psa. 37:38 But all sinners will be destroyed;

the future of the wicked will be cut off.

Psa. 104:35 But may sinners vanish from the earth

and the wicked be no more. 

Is. 1:28 But rebels and sinners will both be broken,

and those who forsake the LORD will perish. 

Is. 13:9 See, the day of the LORD is coming—a cruel day, with wrath and 

fierce anger—to make the land desolate and destroy the sinners within 

it. 

Amos 9:10 All the sinners among my people will die by the sword,

all those who say, „Disaster will not overtake or meet us.‟ 



We are saints, not sinners!
Mark 2:16 When the teachers of the law who were Pharisees saw him eating 

with the “sinners” and tax collectors, they asked his disciples: “Why 

does he eat with tax collectors and „sinners‟?” 

Mark 14:41 Returning the third time, he said to them, “Are you still sleeping 

and resting? Enough! The hour has come. Look, the Son of Man is 

betrayed into the hands of sinners.

Luke 15:7 I tell you that in the same way there will be more rejoicing in 

heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous 

persons who do not need to repent.

Luke 18:13 “But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even 

look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, „God, have mercy on 

me, a sinner.‟

Luke 19:7 All the people saw this and began to mutter, “He has gone to be 

the guest of a „sinner.‟” 

John 9:31 We know that God does not listen to sinners. He listens to the 

godly man who does his will. 



We are saints, not sinners!
Rom. 5:8 But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were 

still sinners, Christ died for us. 

Rom. 5:19 For just as through the disobedience of the one man the many 

were made sinners, so also through the obedience of the one man the 

many will be made righteous. 

1Cor. 14:24 But if an unbeliever or someone who does not understand 

comes in while everybody is prophesying, he will be convinced by all 

that he is a sinner and will be judged by all, 

1Tim. 1:15b Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners—of whom I 

am the worst. 

1Tim. 1:16 But for that very reason I was shown mercy so that in me, the 

worst of sinners, Christ Jesus might display his unlimited patience as 

an example for those who would believe on him…

James 5:20 Remember this: Whoever turns a sinner from the error of his 

way will save him from death and cover over a multitude of sins.

1Pet. 4:18 And, “If it is hard for the righteous to be saved,

what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?”



We are saints, not sinners!

We should not call ourselves sinners because:

•  It is not what God calls his children: saints.

•  Calling ourselves "sinner" is an insult to 

what God has done for us.

•  It's damaging to our self identity.

•  It does not accomplish for the outsider what 

we intend.



We are priests!

You are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a 

holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you 

may declare the praises of him who called you 

out of darkness into his wonderful light.
(1 Peter 2:9)



We are ambassadors!

We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as 

though God were making his appeal through 

us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be 

reconciled to God.
(2 Corinthians 5:20)





We have a new identity in Christ!

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he 

is a new creation; the old has gone, 

the new has come!
(2 Corinthians 5:17)


