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How We See “The Other”:
Our Cultural Heritage

 Middle Ages—”monsters” 

 Age of Enlightenment—”savages,” 
“heathen,” “infidels”

 Age of Science—”primitives,” 
“uncivilized”

 Evolution—”aboriginal”

 Now? Not politically correct 



How We See “The Other”:
Our Spiritual Heritage

“I will bless those who bless you, 
and whoever curses you I will curse; 
and all peoples on earth will be blessed 
through you.”

(Gen. 12:3)



How We See “The Other”:
Our Spiritual Heritage

Jesus was “scandalously inclusive!”



How We See “The Other”:
Our Spiritual Heritage

Then Peter began to speak: “I now 
realize how true it is that God does not 
show favoritism but accepts from every 
nation the one who fears him and does 
what is right.”

(Acts 10:34-36) 



How We See “The Other”:
Our Spiritual Heritage

“You know the message God sent to 
the people of Israel, announcing the 
good news of peace through Jesus 
Christ, who is Lord of all.” 

(Acts 10:34-36)



How We See Other
Believers in Jesus

“Teacher,” said John, “we saw someone 
driving out demons in your name and 
we told him to stop, because he was 
not one of us.”

(Mark 9:38-41) 



How We See Other
Believers in Jesus

“Do not stop him,” Jesus said. “For no 
one who does a miracle in my name 
can in the next moment say anything 
bad about me, for whoever is not 
against us is for us. 

(Mark 9:38-41)



How We See Other
Believers in Jesus

“Truly I tell you, anyone who gives you 
a cup of water in my name because you 
belong to the Messiah will certainly not 
lose their reward.”

(Mark 9:38-41) 



How We See Other 
Believers in Jesus



How We See Other 
Believers in Jesus

Sectarianism Ecumenism
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How We See Other
Believers in Jesus

“The owner‟s servants came to him and 
said, „Sir, didn‟t you sow good seed in 
your field? Where then did the weeds 
come from?‟ 

“„An enemy did this,‟ he replied. 

(Matt. 13:27-30)



How We See Other
Believers in Jesus

“The servants asked him, `Do you want 
us to go and pull them up?‟

„No,‟ he answered, „because while you 
are pulling the weeds, you may uproot 
the wheat with them. 

(Matt. 13:27-30) 



How We See Other
Believers in Jesus

Let both grow together until the 
harvest. At that time I will tell the 
harvesters: First collect the weeds and 
tie them in bundles to be burned; then 
gather the wheat and bring it into my 
barn.‟”

(Matt. 13:27-30) 



How We See Other
Believers in Jesus

Nevertheless, God‟s solid foundation 
stands firm, sealed with this inscription: 
“The Lord knows those who are his,” 
and, “Everyone who confesses the 
name of the Lord must turn away from 
wickedness.” 

(2 Tim. 2:19)



How We See Other 
Believers in Jesus



How We See Other 
Believers in Jesus

•“Messenger Mentality”

•Managing “Disputable      
Matters”



How We See Everyone Else

I have other sheep that are not of this 
sheep pen. I must bring them also. 
They too will listen to my voice, and 
there shall be one flock and one 
shepherd.

(John 10:16) 



How We See Everyone Else

. . . but you do not believe because you 
are not my sheep. My sheep listen to 
my voice; I know them, and they follow 
me. 

(John 10:26-27) 



How We See Everyone Else

“The King will reply, „Truly I tell you, 
whatever you did for one of the least of 
these brothers and sisters of mine, you 
did for me.‟” 

(Matt. 25:40)



How We See Everyone Else

One night the Lord spoke to Paul in a 
vision: “Do not be afraid; keep on 
speaking, do not be silent. For I am 
with you, and no one is going to attack 
and harm you, because I have many 
people in this city.”

(Acts 18:9-10) 


