
Underlying Assumptions:
1.  The Bible is God-inspired--trustworthy, 

timeless, authoritative.



Underlying Assumptions:
1. The Bible is God-inspired--trustworthy, 

timeless, authoritative.

2.  NT church had the assistance of Spirit-led 

apostles who heard Jesus--they knew better 

than anyone what God wanted (God's ideal), 

which they taught in their preaching and 

writings.



Underlying Assumptions:
1.  The Bible is God-inspired--trustworthy, 

timeless, authoritative.

2.  NT church had the assistance of Spirit-led 

apostles who heard Jesus--they knew better 

than anyone what God wanted (God's ideal), 

which they taught in their preaching and 

writings.

3.  It is a worthy, God-pleasing endeavor to try to 

worship and follow Jesus as the earliest 

disciples did.

"Restoration Movement" 



A clear command to sing:

Ephesians 5:19:  Speak to one another with 

psalms, hymns and spiritual songs. Sing and 

make music in [with] your heart to the Lord.

Colossians 3:16:  Let the word of Christ dwell in 

you richly as you teach and admonish one 

another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, 

hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your 

hearts to God.
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Thomas Aquinas (1250):

“Our church [Roman Catholic] does not use 

musical instruments, as harps and psaltries, to 

praise God withal, that we may not seem to 

Judaize.”

("Thomas Aquinas," Bingham's Antiquities, 3:137) 



John Calvin (1509-1564, Reformed)

“Musical instruments in celebrating the praises of 

God would be no more suitable than burning of 

incense, the lighting up of lamps, and the 

restoration of other shadows of the law.  The 

Papists therefore, have foolishly borrowed this, 

as well as many other things from the Jews.  Men 

who are fond of outward pomp may delight in that 

noise; but the simplicity which God recommends 

to us through the apostles is far more pleasing to 

Him.”  
(Commentary, Psalm 23)  



The church has not historically used 
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John Wesley (1703-1791, Methodist): 

“I have no objection to instruments of music in 

our chapels, provided they are neither heard nor 

seen.”  

(Clarke’s Commentary, 4:684)



The church has not historically used 
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A cappella

“to sing without musical accompaniment”

(literally: “as in the church”) 



Genesis 4:19-22

Lamech married two women, one named Adah 

and the other Zillah.  Adah gave birth to Jabal; he 

was the father of those who live in tents and raise 

livestock.  His brother’s name was Jubal; he was 

the father of all who play the harp and flute.  

Zillah also had a son, Tubal-cain, who forged all 

kinds of tools out of bronze and iron.



Exodus 15:20-21

Then Miriam the prophetess, Aaron’s sister, took 

a tambourine in her hand, and all the women 

followed her, with tambourines and dancing.  

Miriam sang to them: 

“Sing to the LORD, for he is highly exalted. 

The horse and its rider he has hurled into the 

sea.”



The Law given through Moses:

Extensive, detailed directions given for worship 

with no provision made for the use of instruments 

in worship.



Numbers 10:1-10

The LORD said to Moses: “Make two trumpets of 

hammered silver, and use them for calling the 

community together and for having the camps set 

out.  When both are sounded, the whole 

community is to assemble. . . . When you go into 

battle in your own land against an enemy who is 

oppressing you, sound a blast on the trumpets. . . 

. Also at your times of rejoicing—your appointed 

feasts and New Moon festivals—you are to sound 

the trumpets over your burnt offerings and 

fellowship offerings, and they will be a memorial 

for you before your God.”



The Law given through Moses:

For the first 400 years of Israel’s worship of God 

under the covenant, God did not request music 

played on instruments.

It was King David who (evidently) introduced 

instrumental music into the corporate worship of 

Israel.



1 Chronicles 15:16; 25:1, 6

David told the leaders of the Levites to appoint their 

brothers as singers to sing joyful songs, 

accompanied by musical instruments: lyres, harps 

and cymbals. . . . David, together with the 

commanders of the army, set apart some of the sons 

of Asaph, Heman and Jeduthun for the ministry of 

prophesying, accompanied by harps, lyres and 

cymbals. . . . All these men were under the 

supervision of their fathers for the music of the 

temple of the LORD, with cymbals, lyres and harps, 

for the ministry at the house of God. Asaph, 

Jeduthun and Heman were under the supervision of 

the king.



2 Chronicles 29:25

[Hezekiah] stationed the Levites in the temple of 

the LORD with cymbals, harps and lyres in the 

way prescribed by David and Gad the king’s seer 

and Nathan the prophet; this was commanded by 

the LORD through his prophets.



Israel’s worship outside of the temple:

After the destruction of the first temple by the 

Babylonians in 586 B.C., when the Jews 

established synagogues, they did not use 

instrumental music in worship in their synagogues 

(until the 19th century).



Revelation

Rev. 5:8: And when he had taken it, the four living 

creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down 

before the Lamb. Each one had a harp and they 

were holding golden bowls full of incense, which 

are the prayers of the saints.

Rev. 15:2-3:  And I saw . . . those who had been 

victorious over the beast and his image and over 

the number of his name. They held harps given 

them by God and sang the song of Moses the 

servant of God and the song of the Lamb. 



Despite fact that Revelation has a number 

of places where instruments were used in 

the worship of the LORD, the church for 

centuries did not feel that it authorized or 

commanded instruments in the worship of 

the church 
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worship assemblies for centuries after Christ.  

Even the Reformers of the 1500-1700's were 

opposed to their use.



What do we conclude?

4.  Nowhere in the Bible is there any restriction or 

condemnation of musical instruments in any

context.



What do we conclude?

4.  Nowhere in the Bible is there any restriction or 

condemnation of musical instruments in any

context.

5.  Certainly the Bible does not speak against 

instruments used privately for entertainment 

purposes or for worshiping God.



What do we conclude?

4.  Nowhere in the Bible is there any restriction or 

condemnation of musical instruments in any

context.

5.  Certainly the Bible does not speak against 

instruments used privately for entertainment 

purposes or for worshiping God.

6.  In the OT, when musical instruments were used 

to worship God, God accepted and approved 

their worship.  Even Christians who worshiped 

with vocal-only music used musical instruments 

as symbols of worship for God. 



What do we conclude?

7.  Though the Churches of Christ have some good 

reasons for singing without instruments, our 

reasoning has not been convincing to the 

majority of Christ-followers.  That doesn't mean 

we're wrong, but it certainly ought to give us 

pause to be humble.  And certainly there is not 

enough clear evidence in the NT to condemn 

brothers and sisters who use instruments in 

worship.  Such condemnation is clearly wrong. 



What do we conclude?

8.  The Son of God said: "God is spirit, and his 

worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth." 

(John 4:24)  God is not very interested in 

guitars and pianos.  Nor in 4-part harmony.  He 

is interested in words.  God communicates with 

us in words, and that's how we teach and 

admonish one another.  But what is a spirit 

interested in most?  Our spirit/heart.  If we 

worship in spirit and truth, that's what God 

wants.  Let’s give that to him! 


